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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE CHANGES IN PUNJAB GOVERNMENT LEADERSHIP 

REF: A. LAHORE 0085 

B. LAHORE 0096 (NOTAL) 

C. LAHORE MEMCON (KHAR/THORNTON/GRIFFIN) FOR JANUARY 21 

1. AS DOUBTLESS BEEN SURMISED, MUSTAFA KHAR DID NOT BE- 
COME GOVERNBR OF PUNJAB ON FEBRUARY 2, HIS ASSERTIONS NOT- 
WITHSTANDING. NOR DID ANY OF THE OTHER PERSONNEL CHANGES 
HE PREDICTED MATERIALIZE. NONETHELESS, ON FEBRUARY 7 HE 
REITERATED SCENARIO CMNTAINED REFTEL A TO DPO, ADDING WITH 
STRAIGHT FACE THAT "THINGS HAVE BEEN SLIGHTLY DELAYED." 

THEN HE TOLD CONSUL GENERAL POLITICAL CHANGES WOULD TAKE 
PLACE SHORTLY AFTER RETURN OF PRIME MINISTER. 

2. LAHORE RUMOR MILL, PRESUMABLY MANIPULATED IN PART 
BY KHAR, CONTINUES TO GRIND OUT DAILY SPECULATION 
THAT SOMETHING BIG REMAINS IN WIND. MOST OFTEN HEARD 
PREDICTION IS THAT, AS HE TOLD US, KHAR WILL BECOME 
GOVERNOR. BEYOND THAT POINT GOSSIP BECOMES CONTRADICTORY. 

3. EVENT WHICH COULD AFFECT KHAR'S FUTURE WAS ARREST 
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MINISTER IN KHAR CABINET. ADDRESSEES MAY RECALL TARI WAS 
COMMONLY LABELED "GOONDA MINISTER" BECAUSE OF GANGS OF 
TOUGHS HE MARSHALED ON BEHALF OF KHAR. HIS ARREST ON CHARGES 
OF CORRUPTION, ABUSE OF OFFICIAL POSITION, FAVORITISM AND 
NEPOTISM IS BLOW WHICH STRIKES CLOSE TO KHAR. BUT ARREST 
WAS PROBABLY TRIGGERED BY RAMAY IN ABSENCE OF PRIME MINISTER. 
AND MAY PROVIDE KHAR WITH AMMUNITION IN GAINING SUPPORT 
OF BHUTTO, IF HE CHOOSES TO USE IT. MOREOVER, BY EFFECTIVELY 
REMOVING ONE OF MORE TAINTED MEMBERS, ARREST COULD ACT 
TO CLEAN UP KHAR ENTOURAGE AND MAKE IT EASIER FOR HIM TO 

BE ACCEPTED AS GOVERNOR. 

4. IN CONVERSATION WITH CONSUL GENERAL FEBRUARY 7, 

KHAR ALSO REITERATED POINT HE MADE EARLIER (SEE REFS A 
AND C) THAT HE ENVISIONED HIS ROLE AS GOVERNOR WITH 
GREATER POWERS THAN ALLOWED PRESENT INCUMBENT. HE 

SAID HE QUANNED TO GREATLY STRENGTHEN POWERS OF GOVERNOR 
BECAUSE "THAT IS THE ONLY WAY TO GET THINGS DONE." 

5. SO WE WILL WAIT AND SEE. IN THE MEANTIME, WE WILL BE 
CONSIDERING THE IMPACT ON US-PAKISTAN RELATIONS OF A 
SHIFT IN POWER AT THE SECONDARY LEVEL FROM THE SO-CALLED 
LEFTISTS IN THE DIRECTION OF THE RIGHTISTS. AS A STARTER. 

PERHAPS WE SHOULD REPEAT WHAT ONE OF OUR CONTACTS TOLD US: 
"EVERYTHING DEPENDS UPON WHAT BHUTTO GETS WHILE HE IS IN 
WASHINGTON. IF HE GETS THE ARMS BAN LIFTED, THE US WILL 

BE OUR FRIEND FOREVER, AND THE LEFTISTS IN THE PPP ARE 
FINISHED. IF HE FAILS, HE WILL BEGIN A CAMPAIGN TO WOO THE 
RADICAL ARABS AND THE RUSSIANS, BECAUSE THE ARABS HAVE THE 
MONEY AND THE RUSSIANS HAVE THE ARMS. AND OUR (US-PAK) 
FRIENDSHIP WILL BE DEAD." MAYBE THAT IS WHAT KHAR WAS 
TRYING TO TELL US (SEE REF C). 
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